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March 22, 2017 

Dear Mr. Cortes, Orange County Immigrant Youth United, and Allies:
 
As Chief of Staff at SEIU Local 721, I write to reassure you that our Union remains firmly 
committed to fighting for justice and fairness for all – including the undocumented 
community. As you know, deportations were already a serious threat for numerous 
families living in Santa Ana and beyond, prior to the advent of the Trump Adminis-
tration. But given the President’s insistence on scapegoating undocumented workers 
for our nation’s challenges, anxiety throughout the undocumented community – and 
especially among LGBTQ individuals – has reached palpable levels.
 
SEIU Local 721 members stand firmly on the right side of history and will not remain 
silent while Washington, D.C.’s rapacious, destructive new approach to immigration 
enforcement rips apart the American fabric. We recognize that everyone deserves to 
be treated with dignity, that the history of the LGBTQ community demonstrates they 
are especially vulnerable to discrimination, that all hard-working people deserve to live 
free from exploitation, persecution, and fear – and that undocumented immigrants are 
among America’s most industrious and valuable workers.
 
The members of SEIU Local 721 also take pride in their hard work on behalf of the pub-
lic. As their labor representative, it is our responsibility to advocate for their perspectives 
and interests. But especially given that public service is our mission, it is also our duty 
to ensure that the goals of our Union work in accordance with the greater public good. 
The Trump Administration’s destructive approach to federal immigration enforcement 
clearly does not meet this standard. We cannot simultaneously provide high-quality 
services to the public in an atmosphere of mutual respect while helping to facilitate a 
general climate of fear. The members of the Santa Ana City Council understood this 
fact when they recently, and unanimously, voted to declare the municipality a “sanctu-
ary city” – a courageous stance that the over 90,000 members of SEIU Local 721 over-
whelmingly support. 

SEIU local 721 takes pride in working with and for our immigrant communities, in fact 
just two weeks ago over 400 SEIU Local 721 members joined community activists and 
concerned families in the City of Oxnard to demand that local authorities make Oxnard 
a "safe city" in the face of federal plans to step up enforcement of immigration laws.
 
We are proud of our vast efforts in supporting, defending, and advocating on behalf 
of undocumented immigrants, and consider the unanimous decision by the Santa Ana 
City Council to become a Sanctuary City a huge victory for the immigrant community. 
As a labor union, however, we also have a legal duty to meet with the City of Santa 
Ana on any impact that may affect our members’ wages and working conditions as 
the City honorably prepares to become a sanctuary for undocumented immigrants. 
Our union is required to negotiate with the City on behalf of affected members on any 
changes in working conditions, including changes caused by the City's new status.



The letter in dispute sent by the chapter president of Santa Ana was meant to be a simple request to 
meet the City on such changes, and nothing more. Unfortunately the letter contained statements contra-
dictory to the values of our organization, and we wholeheartedly regret this mistake and have taken steps 
to rectify the situation. SEIU Local 721 takes this opportunity to clarify and reaffirm our unwavering com-
mitment to the immigrant and undocumented community. 

We want to assure our community partners that SEIU Local 721 is unequivocally opposed to the continu-
ance of any ICE detention center in the City of Santa Ana.

I remain confident that SEIU Local 721 can work in coordination with you and other immigration allies 
moving forward to achieve a shared vision for Santa Ana – a future defined not by distrust and divisive-
ness, but by harmony and understanding. Such an outcome, however, requires regular and direct com-
munication and a good faith effort. The Trump era calls on us all to work together and protect each other 
in the face of hate. SEIU 721 continues to stand with you and our many other community partners in our 
shared struggle. 

Accordingly, I extend an offer to you – and all local immigration activists – to begin this endeavor with me 
and the members of our Santa Ana chapter.
 
Sincerely and With High Hopes for Our Future,

Gilda Valdez 
Chief of Staff
SEIU Local 721
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