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Dan Burke, left, shared a report about the in-
formation that SEIU 721 Retirees, right, learned   
at the Alliance for Retired Americans National 
Membership Meeting in Las Vegas in Nov. 2018.

Several members of the SEIU 721 Retirees Com-
mittee attended the ARA Membership Meeting.

By Daniel & Bernadette Burke
SEIU 721 Retiree Committee

The Alliance for Retired Americans 
(ARA) is a nationwide grass roots organi-
zation, launched in 2001 with more than 
4.3 million members working together to 
make our voices heard in the laws, policies, 
politics and institutions that shape Ameri-
can life.  

ARA has been mobilizing retired union 
members, seniors and community activists 
into a nationwide grassroots movement ad-
vocating a progressive political and social 
agenda that respects work and strengthens 
families.  The mission of ARA is to ensure 
social and economic justice and full civil 
rights for all citizens so that they may enjoy 
lives of dignity, personal and family fulfill-
ment and security.

It was a privilege to attend ARA’s Na-
tional Meeting from Nov. 13-15.  All of 

us had many opportunities to improve our 
skills as grassroots activists and learn more 
about retirement issues.  

Workshops attended included:  Achiev-
ing Retiree Power, Protection Against In-
vestment Fraud, Bring Events To Life With 
Images, Issues Affecting Retiree Power, 
Intergenerational Panel, Flexing Retiree 
Power Through Advocacy, Tell Your Sto-
ry-Change The World and Building Retiree 
Power-Membership & Alliance Planning.

We all can expand our level of involve-
ment by utilizing some of the skills dis-
cussed by: obtaining ARA’s toolkit, which  
provides detailed steps and action plans, 
attending  lobby days at our State Capital, 
participating in lobby visits of our State’s 
Federal Representatives, planning and par-
ticipating in Medicare/Social Security an-
niversary events, telling our stories as an 

See ARA Page 2

Myran Cotton and Charley Mims greet former 
State Sen. Rod Wright at the Jan. meeting.

By Myran Cotton
Co-chair, Political Action Sub-Committee

I am honored to be appointed as your 

co-chair of the Political Sub-Committee 
along with the Honorable Barbara Calhoun. 
We encourage you to participate and help 
us to keep our elected officials accountable 
and our interests a priority.  

Congratulations to the Honorable Bar-
bara Calhoun for winning her election as 
Compton Community College Board of 
Trustee. Barbara has also been a Council-
woman for the city of Compton and a trust-
ee on the Compton School Board. She has 
represented the city of Compton with loy-
alty and integrity.

 I also would like to thank our commit-
tee members who volunteered and worked 
with us to phone bank, canvass communi-
ties and walk precincts. This is what it’s all 
about, working together collectively and 
getting the information to our members, 

family and friends. 
This year has been exciting for SEIU 

721 Retirees.  SEIU 721 won major victo-
ries this year. We were successful in get-
ting Gavin Newsom elected for Governor, 
Tony Thurmond for California Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, Alex Villanueva 
for L.A. County 
Sheriff and many 
others. We also 
saw an increase in 
diversity among 
our elected offi-
cials. We flipped 
seven Congres-
sional seats in 
California from 
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organizing tool and writing letters to our 
editors.

Thanks, SEIU, for enabling us to partic-
ipate in this conference.  From our firsthand 
involvement, we can see the importance of 
such empowering conferences to help grow 
our ranks in order to move toward actions 
that can make a difference.

In Unity,
Dan & Bernadette Burke

ARA
{Continued from Page 1}

Yolanda Roybol was glad to meet peo-
ple from all over the country at the ARA 
meeting, all with 
the common goal 
of spreading the 
word that we’re 
in for a fight! She 
feels empowered 
to spread the word 
that we’ve got to 
keep Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. 
(Reported by Ed-
wina Chism)

Leana Babinauex thought the conference 
was very educational and the information 
was very good. She 
would have liked 
more workshops 
and fewer speeches. 
She felt she spent 
too much time walk-
ing up and down the 
halls. But, she did 
appreciate the short 
flight to Las Vegas. 
(Reported by Edwi-
na Chism)
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red to blue including ALL the seats in Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties.  Fifty-four 
women were elected in California into state 
and federal offices. We have quite a bit of 
work ahead of us, but we are well prepared 
for the challenges and opportunities that 
2020 brings.

Upcoming events:
California Democratic Party State Con-

vention, which will take place from May 

31-June 2, 2019 in San Francisco. 
U.S Department of Commerce will 

be opening 40 area 2020 Census offic-
es throughout California through March 
2019. We will be inviting them to discuss 
the procedures and how we can engage in 
the process. 

The City of Los Angeles and LAUSD 
will have an election on March 5, 2019.

We came together to defeat the an-
ti-worker Prop. 6.  Unfortunately, Prop. 
10 and Prop. 8 were rejected. They would 
have allowed local governments to enact 
rent control on any type of housing, and 

capped profits for Dialysis corporations.
The New Year started out with a bang. 

Our committee hosted the January meet-
ing. Our Special Guest was the Honorable 
Roderick Wright, former California State 
Senator and Assemblyman. 

He lit up the audience, informing us on 
the many topics of the past, the past year 
and what we should be focused on in the 
future. 

Please join our Political Sub-Commit-
tee and help us keep our members, com-
munity and families well informed in these 
troubled times. 

Political
{Continued from Page 1}

Yolanda Toure greets Rusty Hicks, L.A. County Fed president, during the 
MLK Breakfast at the Westin Bonaventure Hotel in downtown L.A.

Yolanda Toure, center, poses with a friend and Lar-
ry Frank at the MLK Breakfast sponsored by the L.A. 
County Federation of Labor in January 2019.

Martha Hunter, 3rd from left, and Doris Wallace, 3rd from right, pose 
with Buffalo Soldiers on August 8, at the APR Conference in Phoenix, AZ.
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